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through the Qarabagh district, one of the followers of Surkhai's son
Muhammad made an unsuccessful attempt on his life.1

Whilst this revolt was in progress, Giv Amilakhor, the Eristav of Ksan,
rebelled. Georgia, like Shirvan and indeed all the other provinces of
Persia, was in a very disturbed state,2 and Giv Amilakhor had little difficulty
in collecting a large number of malcontents ; he was also joined by
Circassian and Ossetian tribesmen from the northern Caucasus. For
some little time Giv and his followers seriously menaced Tiflis, but,
luckily for Nadir, Taimuraz and his son Irakli remained loyal, and took the
field against Giv. A few days after his disaster at Bagh-i-Shah, the fugitive
Sam Mirza reached the Georgian rebels, but his ill-luck still pursued him,
for, on the i4th Dhu'l-Qa'da (30th December, 1743), Taimuraz defeated
Giv and his followers at Akhal-Kalaki (" New Town "), in Upper Kartli,
and captured the pretender when he was trying to escape to the Turks3 ;
what occurred to him subsequently will be described in the ensuing
chapter.

When Nadir reached Qasr-i-Shirin on his march from Shahraban to
Kurdistan, chapars reached him from Khwarizm with the news that serious
trouble had broken out there. As already stated, Nadir had appointed
the youthful Abu'l-Ghazi, Ilbars's son, ruler of Khwarizm, and had
made Irtaq Inaq his chief minister.* For a time all was peaceful, but the
Yamut Turkomans, whom Nadir had severely defeated, and who had
fled to Manqishlak and the Qipchaq plains, later made their way back
to Khwarizm and proceeded to attack the Ozbegs. Irtaq Inaq marched
against the Yamuts and managed to arrive at an understanding with
them ; as the danger seemed over, he gave leave to many of his Arali
supporters, whereupon the treacherous Yamuts, having gained access
to Abu'l-Ghazi, poisoned his mind against his chief minister! At this
juncture, the Salor Turkomans rebelled, and they also strove to sow
dissension between Abu'l-Ghazi and Irtaq Inaq ; the result was that the
credulous youth ordered his Qalmuq guards to murder the minister.5
Great disorders then broke out in Khwarizm, as the Salor and Yamut
leaders strove for supremacy; although the local Ozbegs joined the
Salors, they were unable to prevent the Yamuts from ravaging the country
and raiding Khiva, Khanqa, Hazarasp and Yengi Urgench. It being

*N.N., p. 263.

1 Having endured the ravages of the Lazgis, the Georgians then had to yield up to Nadir's pitiless
most of their few remaining possessions.

*Papouna Orbelian (in H, de la G., Vol. II, p. So); T.N., p. 251; N.N,, p. 266.   Muhammad
,    JCa?im seems to have taken most of his information, from the Ta'nkh-i-Nadiri, because

there is a striking similarity between the corresponding passages of the two works.
*See p. 211, note 6, above.
*NJf., ]>p. 85-87.  Muhammad Kazim adds (pp. 87 and 88) that two officials inAbu'l-Ghazi's

service informed him that Irtaq Inaq was murdered after a drunken orgy in Abu'l-Ghazi'*

palace.